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Enhancing Reading Skills among Remedial
Pupils Recall of Colored Words
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Abstract—This research was conducted to find out how the
application of colored word enhancing remedial pupils in
pronouncing the closed syllables words (kvkkvk) accurately and
fluently. This research involving three respondents from remedial
class in standard three from SK Dowton, Kuching, Sarawak. The
instruments used to collect the data were observations, document
analysis and interviews. The results showed that after using color
words in the intervention, the respondents were able to pronounce the
words accurately and fluently. Proposed further research is to assist
the remedial pupils to read sentences by using color words strategy.
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|. INTRODUCTION

ENERALLY, remedial pupils certainly have problems in

reading, especially at the level of basic reading skills. The
teachers should play a big role in order to improve the
language skills of remedial pupils. According to [8], skills are
basic skills that should be emphasized in the teaching and
learning process in the classroom. According to [10] remedial
pupils often faced with the problem of the restoration at the
pre-reading stage. They are weak in recalls the lessons taught
in the classroom. After undergoing diagnostic tests, the three
pupils were found to be having problem pronouncing and
reading words and simple sentences that contain closed
syllables words (kvkkvk). Therefore, this study focuses on the
problem of remedial pupils mastering reading skills with
LINUS problem construct four such as the ability to read
closed syllables words (kvkkvk).

A. Focus / Issue Concerns

Our research focuses on the issues faced by three pupils
(who were the research participants in this study) who had
problems reading provided by the remedial teacher. The three
pupils had a variety of problems. However, what is significant,
they have problems in reading and pronouncing the words
containing closed syllables words (kvkkvk) accurately and
fluently. During the reading process, all the three pupils spell
the word in the text before reading the word. However, the
pupils still spell the word wrongly. This leads a longer time to
acquire the reading process.
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B. Objectives / purpose of study

The purpose of this study is to:

1. To what extent enhancing reading skills among
remedial pupils to recall of colored words accurately
and fluently pertaining to the closed syllable words
(kvkkvk).

Improving our teaching and learning process through
recall of colored words accurately and fluently
pertaining to closed syllable words (kvkkvk) to
enhance reading skills among remedial pupils.
Study questions

This research was conducted to answer some of the
following questions:

1. How do the recall of colored words pertaining to closed
syllable words (kvkkvk) could enhance reading skills
among remedial pupils accurately and fluently.

2. How do the recall of colored words pertaining to closed

syllable words (kvkkvk) enhancing reading skills
among remedial pupils accurately and fluently could
improve teaching and learning practices as remedial
teacher?

Il.  LITERATURE REVIEW

A. Elements of color in the application of learning

Color elements applied in this study is to address the
problem of pupils that are difficult to read words pertaining ot
closed syllables words (kvkkvk). The use of color and contrast
to help them to view the closed syllable words (kvkkvk) easily,
accurately and clearly. Even the rsearch participants can
pronounce the syllables quickly and easily. Thus, through the
application of colored word cards and sentences help the
pupils to spell, pronounce and read the closed syllable words
(kvkkvk). According to [6], colors play an important role as a
symbol of describing emotions, feelings, memories, reflection
and unity. Reference [5] stated the previous study showed that
stimulation through color control help to improve memory
retention. Whereas [3] stated that the colors in the fabric of
student learning can help to improve the effectiveness of
students attention thus increasing the productivity of students
during the learning process in the classroom. In addition, we
chose to use colored words as our reading material in our
research because the color will be a boost to the pupils to read
the syllable directly. In order to enhance the capacity and
speed of the pupils to read, using a color that contrast also
allows them to discriminate against a syllable or in other words
accurately, easily and quickly. According to the theory of
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classical conditioning, Pavlov (1849-1936) emphasized that
the relevance of the individual response to stimuli is a learning
process in order to establish a new behavior.

The color is a visual experience that is important to people.
It serves as a powerful channel of information to the human
cognitive system and plays an important role to improve and
strengthen the human memory. Application of color elements
is very effective in the learning process, marketing,
communications and sports. For example, research in the field
of local marketing done by [4] shows a new brand marketing
to increase up to 80 percent with the use of various color
elements in the process of advertising the brand. Most
advertising works use color as one of the key elements to
influence the public's attention, feedback and wishes of the
peoples concerned to make a decision on the purchase of the
product. Therefore, this research suggests that the importance
of the usage of color elements in the delivery of information or
messages can influence and attract the target to respond.
Hence, we use the color element on the word card in order to
attract more pupils to focus during the learning process
pronouncing the words more clearly and accurately.

At the same time, the color help us to remember a piece of
information by increasing the level of concentration. Reference
[9], there is no denying that color could help to enhance an
individual focus. If the level of concentration focuses on a
number of stimuli, the more opportunities the stimulus will be
transferred to a permanent storage memory. As stated in the
beginning, color elements can attract students. Reference [1]
say that color has a huge impact on individual attention. A
study was done with one group use multimedia presentations
with color and another group using the same approach without
color to enhance their memory power. The study found that a
multimedia presentation that uses color to focus on high
student performance compared multimedia without color.

B. Planning and implementation of the action

We applied the color words approach and call on syllable
word cards during the intervention phase. We introduced the
pupils to read 30 words pertaining the closed syllable words
(kvkkvk) then was followed by activity interventions using
edutainment concept and integration of ICT. The word cards
are highlighted on the second syllable colors visually
stimulating the pupils. We chose a combination of red and
black background with a white card for the words. At the
beginning, each pronunciation is included with the card image
so the pupils could read the whole word and make the
detection of a stimulus in the form of picture cards. The word
is repeated various way according to the phase of the planned
intervention.

Implementation intervention activities of the pupils were
implemented gradually and in accordance with the level of
each pupil. Overall, the intervention has four phases over
seven weeks, covering the phase before, during and after the
intervention phase. Before the intervention phase, pre tests will
be carried out on the pupils to identify their more specific
areas of weakness. Then, during the intervention phase was
divided into three phases, which spell and pronouncing the
words pertaining to closed syllable words (kvkkvk), phase two
which read and pro nounce the word colorless (kvkkvk). The

http://dx.doi.org/10.15242/ICEHM.ED1214145

197

activity has been determined to be repeated for two weeks The
third phase involves the verses that have the word (kvkkvk)
colorless. This activity is carried out to test the level of the
pupils in reading words pertaining the closed syllable words
(kvkkvk), i.e read simple sentences that contain the word
colorless containing the closed syllable (kvkkvk). For the final
phase, all the pupils were having the oral examination to test
the proficiency of the skills to read words and simple sentences
that contain closed syllables (kvkkvk).

Briefly, the material used in this study are the word cards,
using powerpoint displays the words on the screen, using
powerpoint display color sentences on the screen and simple
colorless sentences in reading text. Video recording will be
carried out during the period of intervention activities as
evidence and reference for data analysis.

I1l. METHODOLOGY

A. Research participants

The study involved three pupils in the School 3 grade class
that are Christopher, Emmanual and Qadir. All the three pupils
were male and had problems in pronouncing words and
reading material. All three pupils had problems in spelling
words containing the closed syllables words (kvkkvk) and
cause their reading process takes some time.

B. How to collect data

Observations were made to detect the weaknesses of the
pupils in reading and pronouncing words with closed syllables
(kvkkvk). We undertake structured observations to assess the
reading level of individual pupils to count the humber of the
closed syllable words (kvkkvk) correctly read by the pupils.
We have compiled a list of 30 words containing the closed
syllable (kvkkvk) colored and non-colored words. 20 non-
colored simple sentences that contain closed syllables
(kvkkvk) consists of three key passages, to gauge the pupils
pronunciation and reading before performing the intervention
activity. Structured observations was made using a checklist to
make it easier for us to analyze the data and information
obtained as a result of the observations.

We perform a post test intervention shaped the oral test, to
assess the level of proficiency of the pupils recall and read
closed syllable words (kvkkvk) using colored words that they
have learned during the intervention. In addition, an oral
examination was also performed to evaluate the effectiveness
of interventions in helping pupils to read the words fluently.
All items in the test papers will be asked to pupils and the
score will be given a mark based on the rubric provided.

We also conduct interviews after the intervention performed
on the three pupils. Method of post intervention interviews
were conducted with the pupils, the remedial teacher and 3"
class teachers. We did a structured interview to determine the
response of these individuals. After the interview, we will
translate the interview in the form of a transcript that can
become the evidence and reading text by the other readers. We
did a structured interview to determine the response, feelings,
perspectives and impact on the pupils, remedial teacher and 3™
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grade class teachers involving the level of proficiency in the
reading skills pertaining to the closed syllable words (kvkkvk).

C. Technical data analyzing

The process of analyze the data include qualitative and
quantitative data. Qualitative study was conducted to obtain
detailed information pertaining to a matter investigated. This
means, a study was conducted to qualify to get the detailed and
in-depth information relating to a matter being studied.
Furthermore, this method can describe holistic events in real
events that occurred without any manipulation by researchers.

We analyze the content of the structured observation using
checklists and video recording. The findings include the level
of the pupils’ name and reading skills involving words and
phrases that have closed syllables (kvkkvk). Scores obtained
by the pupils were analyzed by scoring rubric that has been
provided. We also used a questionnaire to evaluate the
continuity of the pupils spell, pronounce and read 30 words
containing the closed syllable (kvkkvk), taking time the pupils
read the words each week. We use video recording while the
pupils undergo the intervention activities for 7 weeks
involving four main phases that have different intervention
measures. We filmed a video for the purpose to see the
development level of the pupils to pronounce and reading the
closed syllable words (kvkkvk) and simple sentences..

We also record videos the pupils exercised oral exam that
focuses on the pronunciation of 30 words and 20 simple
sentences that have been learned during the intervention.
Furthermore, through the video, we can also tell the time taken
by each pupil to call and read words containing the closed
syllable (kvkkvk) accurately and systematically. The result of
video recording was analyzed using a checklist that focuses on
the number of words read by the pupils properly and fluently.
We also chose analyzing qualitative data to understand the
data and information derived from the research conducted
more specific and effective.

We analyzed the interview protocol by translating the
interview transcript and focuses on the responses of the
interviewees to assess the progress and development of the
pupils and to know other opinions and suggestions to
improved the performance of the study. The results of the
interview will be used to support the findings.

D. Technical data review

Triangulation of data is the collection of various types of
data to investigate the same phenomenon. Data triangulation
involved the multiple sources of data or information that are
different [7]. According to [2], the triangulation is a research
approach using a combination of more than one instrument to
verify the findings and the results of research conducted
qualitatively and quantitatively. In other words, the
triangulation is to obtain data from different sources. Through
triangulation of data, we can review the data by interview data,
observation and post intervention tests.
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IV. FINDINGS

Do the recall of colored words pertaining to closed syllable
words (kvkkvk) could enhance reading skills among remedial
pupils accurately and fluently?

To answer the research question, we used the checklist,
video and analysis of the differences in the test scores of the
the pupils before and after the intervention. Table 1 and Fig. 2
represent the results of the analysis for each method of data
collection that will answer the first research question 1

TABLE |
WORDS (KVKKVK) PRONUNCIATION ANALYSIS BEFORE, DURING AND AFTER
THE INTERVENTION PHASE

T  WIDENAON | SORPER 3 WoRDS
MEASIES (GRADE)

BEFORE PRETEST 0 M O

ACTUAL  INTERVENTION 1 13(C) 10[)  1TB)

PHASE | UE 2E)  UE

1@ BA) 280

AFTER POSTTEST  294) 298  30(4)

CHECKLIST OF WORD (KVKKVK) PRONUNCIATION SCORE
ANALYSIS

30

25

20

15 |

WEEK1 WEEK2 WEEK3 WEEK4

M CHRISTOPHER
BEMMANUAL
MQADIR

Fig. 1 The pronunciation (kvkkvk) checklist score

Improvement can be seen dramatically in the intervention
phase when the proficiency reading skills of the pupils
increase due to the role of the colored words that are used to
help the pupils read words clearly and effectively. The
intervention shows the scores and grades earned by
Christopher of 14 points (from grade C to grade A), Emmanual
with 15 points ((from grade D to grade A) whereas Qadir also
get 13 points (from grade C to grade A). After the
intervention, all of the pupils have achieved an excellent level.

We were using video recording to focus our observations on
the length of time that the pupils pronounce and read the words
before, during and after the intervention phase was conducted.

Based on the analysis made shows in Table 2, the timing
declining for the pupils to pronounce and read the word (kvk
kvk) before, during and after the intervention. The pupils took
five minutes to six minutes differences in the time period to
complete the pronunciation and reading of 30 words (kvkkvk)
accurately and fluently.

Then we made a comparison between the scores and the
percentage obtained by each pupil when answering oral test
questions that focuses and emphasizes the skills of reading
closed syllables words (kvkkvk) and simple sentences.
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TABLE Il
TIME FRAME ANALYSIS FOR WORD (KVKKVK)
PRONUNCIATION

THE ITERVERTION TINE FFAKE (m)

KEASLRE! ;. E 10

BEFOIRE PRETEST 1 [
ACTIML 1 g 1
NIRENON - .

PHAE ) .

AFTER POSTTEST b i

"E:Emmanual  C: Chistopher, {: Qadv

Percentage will be analyzed through the oral test rubric.
Here is a comparative analysis of the percentage score
obtained by the pupils in the oral test before and after the
intervention:

ORAL TEST PERCENTAGE SCORE
BEFORE AND AFTER INTERVETICN

Fig. 2 Percentage increases in proficiency pronounce
word and reading simple sentences that contain
closed syllables (kvkkvk)

Based on the analysis of the graph in Fig. 2, it concluded
that the pupils performed comparative percent increases in the
pre-test before the intervention and post-test after the
intervention. .Qadir show a percentage increase in the oral test
scores of pre and post intervention by 43 %, Christopher 67%
and Emmanual 57%. Overall, based on the findings of the
study clearly show that the performance and achievements of
the pupils indicated a very positive improvement. With the
increase in scores of reading the words and simple sentences
also decrease the time taken by the pupils in terms of
completing the 30 words and reading simple sentences of 20
sentences without colors containing closed syllabic (kvkkvk).

V.DISCUSSION

The findings showed that all the three pupils were able to
master pronunciation and read the closed syllables words
(kvkkvk) accurately, fluently and efficiently. We can shared
the evidence showing the three pupils can read the words
fluently without spelling the letters and take a short time to
finish reading simple sentences in the passage that has been
provided.

If we look back, this study showed a positive growth and
progress in the mastery pronunciation of the words with
syllables (kvkkvk) and reading simple sentences fluently and
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accurately. However, the learning process skills were not only
focused on the use and integration of multimedia alone but
need training through writing worksheets and activities, or
exercises. Therefore, the skills learned can be reinforced and
help to improve the memory of remedial pupils. The use of the
colored word cards can be one of the strategies for teachers to
teach remedial pre-reading skills among remedial pupils. It is
indirectly make it easier for pupils to discriminate and spell the
words directly without refer to the syllable and read simple
sentences accurately and effectively.

For further research, we would like to continue the research
focused on the use of color elements for the next skill in
reading words and sentences which contain syllables (kvkvkk)
words. We hope that the use of colored words can be
expanded and diversified into a variety of skills through
relevant and appropriate intervention. The use of the colored
words in the learning process can have a positive impact on the
pupils comprehension and memory consolidation if it is
applied correctly and effectively.
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